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7th Annual Blues ‘n’ Buffett Chili
Challenge at Longbranch February 25
Story by Jamie Gorecki, Co-Chair

  LCBS and the Isle of Iowa Parrot Head Club will hold
their 6th Annual Blues ‘n’ Buffett Chili Challenge on Sun-
day, February 25, 2-5 PM at the Best Western Longbranch
Hotel & Convention Center on Twixt Town Road NE.
  The Chili Challenge is a friendly competition between
the two clubs to raise money for charity. Proceeds from
the event will go to H.D. Youth Center and the Boys and
Girls Club of Cedar Rapids.
  The Parrot Heads chose  The Boys and Girls Club which is
helping kids become responsible citizens. LCBS chose H.D.
Youth Center which provides a safe place to go as well
as food to under-privileged youth.
  Last year, the event raised over $5,000 for these two
fine organizations. Over $16,000 has been raised and
donated to local charities in the first six years of the event’s
existence.
  You’re invited to attend to taste the various chilies and
vote for your favorite. Admission is $6 which includes five
vote tickets and the tasting of the chilies. Children ages 6
and under will be admitted free when accompanied by
an adult, and senior citizens ages 65 and older receive
a $1 discount on admission.
  Additional vote tickets for the People’s Choice award
will be available for 50 cents  each. The club receiving
the most votes will receive a plaque and their club’s char-
ity will receive 51% of the proceeds from the event; the
runner-up club 49% of the proceeds for their charity.
 Chili Challenge contestants are members of the two clubs
and each brings their own special chili to share. There
will be up to 30 chilies for tasting.

  Celebrity Judges will be on hand to taste and vote on
the Best Chili. The club receiving a majority of judge’s
votes for the Best Chili will receive a traveling trophy
and bragging rights for their club.
  A Silent Auction will again be featured at this year’s
event.  Many great items will be available for viewing
and bidding; items will be in a variety of price ranges.
Payment is expected at the time of final purchase. Credit
cards cannot be accepted. All monies raised from the
auction will be included in the donations to charities.
  Advance tickets are available for $5 through February
22 by calling Jamie Gorecki, 363-6299; Steve Springer
at 395-9516, or Keith Wright at 377-4913.

  The LCBS’ portion of the money raised is going to the
H.D. Youth Center. Last year was the LCBS’ first time to
claim the People’s Choice Award allowing us to donate
51% of the money to our charity. Let’s try to repeat this
year and take home the honors—and the cash!

From a previous
Blues ‘n’ Chili
Challenge,
Henry Davison,
founder of Linn
County Blues
Society and H.D.
Youth Center,
happily accepts
his check from
Jamie & Sue
Gorecki.
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ICD Releases and other Blues
News
New CD releases & other Blues
News from near & far

A “Killer” Triple Play from Blind Pig

  Blind Pig Records starts out 2007 with three hot releases
featuring three totally different sounds.

• John Nemeth and his Blind
Pig debut “Magic Touch”
delivers the goods straight up
and true. From the opening
track, an ambitious reworking
of Junior Wells’ classic Blues hit
“Big Town,” John’s smooth
voice and stellar harp playing
introduce a virtuoso of rare
talent and power. John’s un-
canny blend of retro-modern
Blues and Soul music should
delight purists and youngsters alike. Produced by legend-
ary Anson Funderburgh and featuring Junior Watson on
guitar, “Magic Touch” promises to be one of this year’s
stand-out releases.

• The Rounders:
  “Wish I Had You”
  Next, take a young band of
old souls without a real stylistic
home. Combine country and
urban Blues, roots-based indie
rock, and traditional country
and you end up with The
Rounders first release for Blind
Pig Records “Wish I Had You”.
  “I don’t know if there is a uni-
fying thread for the songs on this album, but if there were, I
think it would have to be the mixture of modern and tradi-
tional music,” said guitarist Ryan Taylor of their new release. “If
we (the band) had a motto, I believe it would read “We like
to make old music sound new and new music sound old.”
  Traces of Dickey Bets-style finger picking, along with hints of
slow-burning English Blues contained in “Through No Fault of
My Own”, “Wish I Had You” will keep you hungry for more of
the Rounders’ style of the Blues.

• Tommy Castro
“Painkiller”
  Tommy Castro is one
of the most popular and
creative roots artists in
recent years. On his
newest CD, “Painkiller”,
Castro teamed up with
producer John Porter,
renowned for his work
with a Who’s Who of
artists such as Los Lonely

By Jamie Gorecki, LCBS Staff Reporter

Boys, Taj Mahal, Keb Moe, Santana, B.B. King, Elvis Cos-
tello, and Buddy Guy.
  Everything indeed seems right on “Painkiller.” With the
Tommy Castro Band (Randy McDonald on bass, drummer
Chris Sandoval, and saxophonist Keith Crossan)—setting
the back beat, producer Porter has fashioned a most taste-
ful album from the many talented parts of Castro’s rock ‘n
soul music. Special guests Coco Montoya, Angela Strehli,
David Maxwell, and Teresa James join in on the fun. My
favorites gotta be “Big Sister’s Radio” and his duet with Coco
Montoya on Albert Collins’ “A Good Fool Is Hard To Find.”

  Looking back at 2006, it wasn’t too shabby from the
world of the Blues and Blind Pig. CD releases from LCBS
favorite Albert Cummings, original member of Fleetwood
Mac Jeremy Spencer, Poppa Chubby, Smokin’ Joe Kubek,
Bill Perry, Dr. Duke Tumatoe, and Deanna Bogart to name
a few were just some great releases to make it our way.
  Also, DVDs from Tommy Castro, Rod Piazza and the
Mighty Flyers, and the Reverend Billy C. Wirtz were re-
leased along with Blind Pig’s 30th Anniversary collection.
  To find out more about Blind Pig Records, their artists,
and their catalog, visit www.blindpigrecords.com or call
toll free 1-888-4PIGPEN.

Report from PJ at Checker’s Tavern: “January marked the
start of our 12th year of Blue Sundays, now starting at 6 PM.
We’re building a new stage area the last couple weeks of
February. In March our new “got beer? got music? got Miller
Lite” stage area opens!”
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A very special THANK YOU to these businesses who have signed
up to help us Keep the Blues Alive:
✬Cocktails & Co.       ✬Dublin City Pub      ✬The Fifth Gear
✬Chappy's Safari Lounge ✬16th Avenue Productions
✬Chrome Horse ✬J.M. O'Malleys
✬Mahoney’s ✬KCCK 88.3
✬Longbranch ✬Checker’s Tavern
✬Dudley Bros. Company ✬Ron Schantz Construction
✬C.R. Bank & Trust ✬Home Town Restyling
✬Watson’s Auto Body, Inc. ✬Stars Guitars

Who’s Playing Where & When
CALENDARCALENDARCALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR
Every Saturday: Ernie’s Jam: Dan Johnson & guests, 4-7
Every Sunday: Checker's Tavern: BLUE SUNDAY, 8 PM (no cover)
Every Sunday: Mahoney’s Irish Pub: Various artists (no cover)
Every Sunday: Shack: Blues Jam w/Bryce and DJ, 6-10
Every Sunday: Charlie’s, Coralville: Blues Jam, Outta da Blooz, 9-1
Every Tuesday: Rumor’s Jam: T-Bone Giblin/Dan Johnson, 8-11
Every Wednesday: Fajita Factory CR: McMurrin & Johnson, 5-8
Every Wednesday: Checker’s Tavern: Kevin B.F. Burt Solo, 6-9
Every Wednesday: Mahoney’s CR: D-Licious Vinyl w/Bob DeForest, 8-12
Every Thursday: J.M. O'Malley's: T-Bone Giblin Jam Fest

Membership
Discounts Save You$$$!

  The following merchants have graciously offered
discounts to members of the Linn County Blues Society
that flash their membership cards and the coupon
below.

• Save at...Tic Toc Restaurant
   Buy one, get one 1/2 price, on any regular breakfast
   entre or sandwich
 • Save at...Genghis Grill
   10% off entire ticket anytime2
• Save at...Papa Juan’s
  10% discount on meals only
• Save at...Hamilton Mortgage
   $250 off closing costs (ask for Jessica)
 Keep your card & coupon in your wallet or purse & use it.

FEBRUARY

Thu.   1 O’Malley’s 4 Box O’ Rocks, 9-1
Fri.   2 Chrome Horse Black Velvet Elvis

Ernie’s McMurrin & Johnson, 6-9
Freeway Bruner/Johnson Trio, 9-1

Sat.   3 Chappy’s Stormwatch, 9-1
Sanctuary, IC Johnny Kilowatt & Paul Kresowik
Nob Hill Club Larry Cox & Band in Decorah, 8-11
Chappy’s Stormwatch, 9-1
Chrome Horse Funk 101

Sun.   4 Mahoney’s Superbowl XLI Potluck Party
Checker’s Tavern McMurrin & Johnson, 6-10

Wed.   7 Next Door McMurrin & Johnson, 7-10
Fri.   9 Chrome Horse Jeff Bruner
Sat. 10 Chappy’s 4 Box O’ Rocks, 9-1

Chrome Horse Gibbs Brothers
Chappy’s 4 Box O’Rocks, 9-1
Waterloo KUNI Winter Blues Blowout (see page 4)

Sun. 11 Mahoney’s Mayflies from Iowa City, 7-11
Checker’s Tavern Joe Price, 6-10
The Shack Bryce Janey/Dan Johnson, 6-10

Fri. 16 Chrome Horse Funk Daddies
Ernie’s McMurrin & Johnson, 6-9
Next Door Bryce Janey Group w/DJ Johnson, 9-1

Sat. 17 Chappy’s D Dog & The B Bits, 9-1
Sundown Bar The Blue Band @ Williamsburg, 8-12
Chrome Horse The Tornadoes w/Jacqueline Krain
Des Moines Winter Blues Fest  (see page 4)

Sun. 18 Mahoney’s Daddy O’s Funky Posse, 7-11
Tue. 20 Cocktails & Co. Blues Caravan with Matt Woods

Rumor’s 4 Box O’ Rocks, 8-11
Thu. 22 O’Malley’s D Dog & The B Bits, 9-1

Ernie’s Tom Bruner/Dan Johnson, 6-9
Freeway McMurrin & Johnson, 9-1

Fri. 23 Chrome Horse Sonic Holiday
Sat. 24 Chrome Horse The Snozzberries

The Shack 4 Box O’ Rocks, 9-1
Chappy’s Soul Fusion, 9-1

Sun. 25 Mahoney’s Homemade Headtrip - CD Release Party
Tue. 27 Cedar Rapids CSPS Holmes Brothers (see page 4)

* * LCBS COUPON * *

Specializing in
RIBS, STEAK, PRIME RIB

LOBSTER & CRAB
Featuring our award winning

BBQ pork ribs
Seafood • 30 item salad bar

Kids Menus • Specialty desserts
90 Twixt Town Road • Marion

377-6386
LCBS meets the 1st Monday of each month. See you at

The Longbranch on February 5th , 6:30 PM, for the
LCBS Board & Member meeting. Guests are welcome!






